Course Overview:  AP English II
Instructor:

Michael Metzler

Home Phone:
(507) 583-2484  (for emergencies only!)

e-mail address:
mmetzler@owatonna.k12.mn.us
Web site:
http://www.owatonna.k12.mn.us (Classroom Connections/Language Arts/Metzler)
Course Description:

This course is the culmination of the AP curriculum.  Students further develop literary and critical analysis skills through written and oral activities (That’s the official registration guide description).  To clarify, this course is for those who love literature and language and see them as a path to heightened understanding of human beings and why we do what we do.  

As you might imagine, there will be some reading, writing and speaking required.
Major Texts (covered in full or through excerpts):
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennesee Williams
Anthem by Ayn Rand
Hamlet by William Shakespeare


One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
1984 by George Orwell
Fences by August Wilson
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark Haddon
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway


Plus additional supplemental works of fiction, non-fiction and poetry

Assignments:

√  Reading like your life depends on it (which it does)

√  Full-blown essays (mostly literary analysis)

√  Group & individual projects/exhibitions


√  Journals and daily assignments

(   Exams & Quizzes  

OVER
  (
Assessment:
Grades are calculated as a percentage of total points for the term, with larger assignments garnering more points (e.g. exams, essays & large projects typically = 100pts; lighter written work such as daily homework & quizzes typically = 10-50 pts.). So, if there are 1,000 points available and you receive 900, then you have 90%.  If you have 500, then you have 50%.  The percentages translate into the following letter grades:
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You will also receive a Contribution Grade every 3 weeks totalling 50 points.  This will assess your active participation in class discussions.  For this assessment you can receive either an A, C, or F (A=Leader=50, C=Also Ran=35, F=Spectator=20).  If you have doubts about your ability to share in class discussions, you can see me about supplementing your contribution with written work that I will copy and post for the rest of the learning community to share. 

NOTE:  YOU MUST SUBMIT ALL WRITTEN WORK TO PASS!!  That means that if you have 99%, but do not submit a written assignment, you fail.  It’s pretty straightforward. If an assignment is turned in late, you will receive a zero, and your course grade will be reduced 1 letter. Four late submissions will result in a failing grade for the course, and you will be withdrawn. 

Plagiarism Policy:

Plagiarism is stealing someone elses ideas or work and presenting them as your own.  It is a serious offense which is unethical, violates the rules of student conduct, and may be a violation of copyright law.  Whenever you borrow information for a paper, you must give proper reference and cite your sources.  This gives proper credit to the creator of the work, it allows the reader to locate the original information, and it lends credibility to your work.

If you plagiarize, you will receive a zero on the assignment and you will receive a failing grade for that term.

Expectations:


Responsibility, Respect, Rip-Roarin’ Fun

(Student signature)




(Parent/Guardian signature)
